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Shirkers In Congress
-pllf; country will applaud tho denunciation
1 visited upon absentee Congressmen by
Speaker Clark and Majority Leader Under¬
wood. Congress, wo are told, will continue
in session, because war In Europe lias made it
necessary, but if no business is to be trans¬
acted. it members are to absent tb"msolves
until only a bandful remain, it' baseball parks
and cafes and hotel lobbies are to be their
haunts, why saddle the country with an ex¬
tended session? Either Congress should be
in session or it should adjourn. If the latter,
let it be done at once; If the former, Con¬
gressmen who fritter away their time in
ploccs of amusement are shirkers, and de¬
serving of discharge.

Where Is the English Fleet?

OFFICIAL statements given out by the
French government now speak of the

"allied armies" in Belgium. A dispatch
frru! London declares that the English en-

paged the Germans at Mons, Belgium, in an

all-day fight, and "held their ground with
traditional steadfastness."

These thine: answer the query: "Where is
the English army?" but we are still in ignor¬
ance of the location of tho British fleet.
This. Great Britain's pride and chief reliance,
sailed from England under sealed orders
shortly after the declaration of wnr against
Germany, and has not been board from since.
That it is in the North Sea somewhere is cer¬
tain But where. Another impenetrable
censorship'? veil guards the secret, and not
until the greatest naval battle in the world
is fought, probably, will we know. But all
the world " ill know then.

Provident Wilson Grows

AT the outset oi" the European struggle we
were told by wiseacres that such a

confhrt must necessarily have a prejudicial
effect on the Democratic vote at the congres¬
sional elections this autumn. If the reason¬
ing had been as clear as the statements were
positive, the people might have been con¬
vinced. but, as it was not, they were not.
Indications all over the United State*; g.i t<»
show that t lie country feels a sense of
security under the leadership of President
Wilson, which is the very thing we need at
such a time us this. Private advices com¬
municated to The Times-Dispatch indicate
rhiit the European war, following upon the
President'.- masterly policy in Mexico, lias
won to hint support which he might never
have gained, but for the pressure of events
that could not have been foreseen.

It i? the literal truth to say that the coun¬
try ip felicitating itself upon having as its
chief executive in troublous times a man of
the calibre of Woodrow Wilson.

( ycle Cars ..

THE f<:-'ivc newspaper paMgrftpher who
recent 1\ opined that if Europe was mo¬

bilizing. America was automobilizing, was as
well within the facts as any of his fraternity
ha?, any nerd to be For, quite apart from
th* dry statistics of the wonderful industry,
no one with < ye.- in Lis head can have failed
to be in:pressed with the increasing number
of ears on city street:* and country roads.

The cycle car has now made its appear¬
ance. with an appeal to those that cannot
afford the big vehicles, which is likely to be
listened to by large numbers before many
months have passed Mrcady clerks, small
shopkeepers and artisans are looking for¬
ward to the day when they "may take tin*
"missus" or the "be. t girl" in a car of their
own

The cycl< car built for two will never sup¬
plant the niany-cylii.dere.l automobile among
those that r.:n afford the latter. Hut many
worthy people e.tm.o? contemplate either the
relatively large :'.rst :t;v» :nient. nor the sub¬
sequent maintcnai.ee co.-t For these the.
cycle and f t;:* r light car.- pc k with a siren's
voice

And with rtsp-'ct t' city transportation,
wr aire;. :y r of t::< rani/ation of "cycle
taxis." who tarifl will lie .. :neon .uential
2f# cents for the first mile and what tho vul¬
gar call ;. o] a cei:1 . for e;iil »|uar
t^r mile tlierr aft< r

The \ ,¦:< i ar .¦ welcome.

I lie I ir-» I '..111 le

IT : 1" oi.r '¦ ndent > t" ov er-
enip; ;. si.- in the use of wor :s which al-

. low j.- to sptak of the d< i- at of th<' allies in
Belgium "..rut-h:ng." It wa*- »:<.* The
failure . :. attack t:.*. i> of
the German conn* r attack and the rct:re-

r.* <;! ' i'r:' h iter n oi-r;ng the bock
of the uroai tier:- :ii "war i :a> !. lead
fa fly aii'i v. th itiiii.nt :iing courage was a
{rftmfcndo'jf blow Ui the cause of tho allied
army. Tht capture of Namur by the tjer-
tnan was even more disastrous to the pi..:,
of their cue;;.i< p, ;t n-Mhe: def.-.tt of the
array in the held nor tl.n- capture of a strontr
ly forti.Vd ejtv ;i por'nt " ^'rategicall) a it
,f., was <-r.. j: hing

It is even doubtful if any history of the
great war will as.-:pn to "h* battle jus; endeil
a high place among the important engage¬
ments. It looms large now and in compari¬
son with the other conflict;- of the ].r«. cut
war, or even with tome of the great battles
of the pat i, it is large, but it i; not the largest

nor the bloodiest, nor yet the most important |
or the many engagements which will plunge

tended ° W°e l'Cf0rC th,S tltaU,C 8tr»KK^
It is not only because the victory of the'

¦etnians has torn no irreparable rent into
he linos of the allies; i, is not only because
the defeated have fallen back upon their
original positions; it is no. only because
their morale Is unimpaired that this victory'
l8« not crushing or even decisive, it jK be-

""rj u, ?f 11,0 n-1.1

cr.,»hc.l
'Ck ,hcls

Tho merciiriaI French .re recovorinc rr.m

ire'tn? /"m* """ tc"r T""

ill,,'. " °l(l- .".Be.ius in I lie fnre of

I L ' "? nr,"5"? Xo">-' «"« know

'zzrzsr.
; upshot Great Britain and her allies will face

-r- "»h determination, and jcontinue the war until the spirit of Prussian

I 'SS r°°,0d °Ut °f ^ 'Snd
and Russia must resolve they will never

! rrrt^orra,y, t.ut Will stick to her
1 j.* ,

* S,! to *apokon. until thev pull
ho, down." There is to bo found In" those
words no thought of eventual defeat. There

11,r KM!P evon of expectation of peace
rough compromise. It is a declaration

that. Germany must be crushed.
If that is the spirit In which the British

are to wage this war.and it is the spirit in

niollnnl0'' hT WaKPd ,,,OSt of tholr wars.

t o RnlJ.t ? cannot be in doubt. It is
P rit. too. of Germany, no doubt for,

.ermanvs salvation depends upon victorv
but Germany hns not the reserve strength of
Great Britain, or even of Russia. -?ho r^l!
suit of the battle in Belgium Is disappointing
to all true neutrals, because it means 11 e
prolongation of the war. But It means no
more than that.

"s no

^ ilia's Stand
HAT General Villa has to say. In his

mi'ifirv tl? <hC Amorican People, of
mi.it. r> go\ernment. is undoubtedlv true in
principle. No American who knows the his¬
tory of Europe and the principles on which

with Thoe«|VT"m0nt iS C»" «"">

i i i i
statoment that the national armv

Should be-secondary to the constituted rov-
eminent. Whether conditions in Mexico vet
admit of the establishment of that principle
.theio is another question, and one which
should be determined by Mexico herself but

:,no,»"th (he cnunel"
; lh0 principle at this time, and with

ordeilj and persuasive attempts to put it
into operation.
To that extent, at least. General Villa is

fa"y defeat his const it u-
tinnaiij conducted plans by force will create
for him sympathy in this country If Cir-
ranza values the peace of his country and the
moral support of the United States, he can¬
not engage in any overt act against him. .

But it is the tone of General Villas ad¬
dress that gives cause for hope of continued
peace. Ho expressly disclaims any wish or
Intention to foster revolution, or to make
use of force to gain his desire for the end of

!;:t *°rrment. " »pom^i t^nt
i.(.i he claims to ho waging, and it is to

tho sentiment and reason of the Mexican
people that he addresses himself. * i desire
the Amorican people to understand, once and
for all " he says, "that I shall now lake the
part of silent moral pressure on any govern¬
ment that may emanate."

I" other words. Villa has adopted a "watch¬
ful waiting" policy of his own. If the gov¬
ernment seeks to establish military power
»»u govern by it. instead of in accordance
with the principles of constitutional govern¬
ment. for which both Villa and Carrnnza pro-
tossed io be fighting. Villa will oppose ihat
government. but not by fnreo of arms Ho
Will oppose it. as well as Mexican conditions
"How. just as leaders of the opposition in the

,1 mled Stales oppose the party in power.
; I hat Is his promise.

It' that promise be kepi, responsibiliiv for
the preservation or peace rests upon Car-
ninza; n it be repudiated. Villa must share
it. H these two men can remain polilieal
opponents without becoming militarv ene¬

mies. all will be well. Villa's ideas are right-
the tone of his statement is reassuring All
(depends upon his sincerity.

O
Opium Prohibition in China

lX what "PPears to be good authoritv it
would appear that, while satisfactory

progress is being made by China in abolish¬
ing the use of opium, the decrease in tho
consumption of that narcotic is marked by
a heavy increase in that of cocaine and mor-

p.u.i. I he London rimes correspondent at
langhiii also takes a gloomy view of the

economic result of the greatly lowered manu¬
facture of opium in China, in that it has
east numbers of men out of work, who turn
to brigandage for a livelihood.

Travelers In China have told us of the
prod.gies of labor that can be performed bv
a coolie on a few pellets of opium, and all
American cities are familiar with the Chinese
laundrymen, who contrive to do an amazing
amount of exhausting work without much
apparent effort, and who. it is to be assume:!
are all userr. of opium.

That nothing should be left undone to rid
hina of ,ts dominant vice is taken for

granted, but it ir not comforting to learn
tll». opium, to whose effects the national
constitution m.st be pretty well inured bv
his time is being replaced by drugs foreign

hiiiese. which must be vastlv more
injurious to them mentally, moraliv and
phj Hcallv than a substance which they have-
used tor many generalions. and which "would
appear to have acquired the value of a food.

'a!£ll,K "heui mixed metaphors, a Roanoke
««n..:ik> that II the iron heel ,,f i;ul().

P' -n despo.i in ever darkened liie !.. ol
lerican liberty the humj lhf. jnva{,0|.

ne\ ¦ t- hold an inch of American -oil

\nd a- between thr chauffeur and the
auator, says an exchange, "the latter $
the higher position. Yes, until he's dropped.

rrrrf 1 :"! lns,uM fo $****¦(& have
" 1 ,n deif-i, e ot that principle.
The story of the war win be written "scran

'I m],i Th,t..
"P

iought that wav, too.

Now that the <ir|"nt has , into ,he

re.Mie'ri °l 10r ,n0l>iIizfl,i°n by the ,,roo|-

. ',)f.' (!' r!nans niav be using dum-dum bul-

tacVic' ° ' nothing dumb about their

Irritating th>nK is that the State-wider?'
h<i\e. such narrow view.".

WAYSIDE CHATS WITH
OLD VIRGINIA EDITORS
Attention of the Hluckstonc Courier Is called

to t.u fact that that "Tap the bachelor" edl-
toria' has fourul Its wny into Now Jersey atul
Kar.srss- unless it 01 igim.ted In ono of those
Siatcs.

The Staunton I>eadcr sees a silver lining to
the Mack cloud of war overhanging Europe.
Commenting <>n the Mow !t lias delivered to
I'arl.s a? the creator of fashions, the Leader sees
a chance for Staunton. "(Jcnius is not native
to any clirfie," it says, "and Staunton may he
marked out to lead in fashion plates." All edi¬
torials on the horrors of war may now he elim¬
inated. It's too horrible for words.

"Carranza made ijulte a peaceful and digni¬
fied entry into Mexico City." says the Peters¬
burg 1 ndex-Appeal "Whether he will make
that kind of exit remains to be seen." It may
be, too. that he will be satisfied to make any
kind of exit, however undignified may bo the
spread of his whiskers as he runs against the
wind.

Somebody has been praising a correspondent
<>f the Charlottesville Progress, and he demands
a new cap to fit his enlarged cranium. That
is as bad as the action of the Germans in de¬
manding pay of the Belgians fot destroying their
propertv.

The Fredericksburg Evening Journal speaks
of "The State of the War." It doesn't seem to
be confined to any state or nation. The "Con¬
tinent of the War" would be a bettet title.

"Germany will now take knowledge of the
Yellow Peril." says the Newport News Ttmes-
Herald. Wasn't It the German Kaiser who dis¬
covered it?

"It is a well-known fact that the Pope is
dead," snys tho Southwest Times, still talking
of its "boat." Of course, brother, you told us
that before he died.

This from the Newport News Press: "Sister
Bertha says that all her editorials come out of
her head. That Is distinctly disappointing. We
had supposed that those tender paragraphs ad¬
dressed to the 'old darlings' came out of her
heart. But you never can trust a flirt." You
mean tiling. And Just because she said you
were old, too.

"An agricultural contemporary strongly de¬
fends tho Ben Davis apple." notes the Norfolk
Vlrglnlan-Pllot, adding that "there will be few
to dispute that it needs all the defending it can
g**t." And then some.

"The Bath County Enterprise comes out this
week with many Improvements In Its equip¬
ment and its paper." says the Covington Dis¬
patch. All now arrivals to the field of Virginia
journalism are welcome, but we like still better
to see one of the old Inhabitants giving evi¬
dence of progress and prosperity. It Is the
quality, not tho numbers, of the Virginia news¬
papers that counts.

By the way, "Ornppy" in the Covington Dis¬
patch is cutting down his "Kssence of Ole Vir-
ginny'' column. Take Punch's advice.don't.

"And now, we presume," says the Suffolk
Herald, "It was the tariff that started the war
that drew American gold to Europe." Of course,
of course; either that or the currency bill or
Wilson's Mexican policy, or something that the
Incompetent Democrats have done.

VOICE OF THE PEOPLE

l.elters to the ISdltor must not he over 200
words in length, anil the name nnd nddrentt
of the writer ninst accompany enrh communi¬

cation. not neeeannrllT for publication, tint nn

an evidence of Rood faith. Write on one »lde
of the pnper, nnd encloae Mtamp If manuscript
In lo be returned. Pnrtlsnn letters concern¬

ing the Kuropenn war Tvlll not he published.

null lints Protected.
To the Editor of The Times-Dispatch:

Sir,- Is it not i:i violation of the law to shoot
hull hats? They shoot them every evening, the
hunters raylnc 'he law does not pn vent.

P. 11. MONCUHE
Orange. Va.. August 2f>, I nil.
itt is unlawful to shoot bull bats in Virginia.Section 207f> of the game and fish laws of Vir-

glnia says: "It Is unlawful at any time to kill
or capture . . any wild bird other than
tin' game birds herein named." The bull batis not named.. Editor.)

t'ollcctlnn of Taxes.
To tHo Editor of The Times-Dispatch:Sir. In a recent issue Mr. Sands calls tax.(o'l^ing a lino art In Virginia," hut says not a
word about "tax eating." If one is a line art.the other has grown to huge proportions laspite (>f the most enormous assessments, tax
rates have no; reduce,! a penny. A propositionto reduce it even cents died stillborn in the
Loeislature, "The taxefttcr Is visitant and
ever-present, while the taxpayer Is at home
striving to meet the next assessment," says Mr.
Bryan. Ulliceholders excepted, there is not a
man in the State not complaining about these
outrageous taxes.

Tin- officeholder violently opposes the electionof commissioners of revenue, yet the peopleile. ided to do so b\ a vote of to I It isinfinitely more Important to elect your countyand clt> oflieer than it Is I'nited States Sena¬
tor.-. Holding their places by appointment,
many of our State officials regard the tax¬
payers as their slaves, and are always gettingthe in sel \*i s interviewed arid making dire threats.If our commissioners of revenue are to be¬
come puppets in the hands of a set In theI'apitol, th<ii far better abolish them and let
it do the assessing accord: g to its own sweetwill
These rjrand jury m\ estimations are outrages.A irnin.il can't be forced to testify againsthimself; and vet a taxpayer is forced to giveevi ry detail of h's business Is this not bound

to ere.iie rcsentmen' To us* l .rture will be
its iie\f move, no doubt.

H K KAL'NT LK BOYNew Kent. Va August "I. li'l l.

THE BRIGHT SIDE
Nights Mi Month* bong.

TI.. J-* Ion-.; Arctic nights are delightful."
s 11 i tin Eskimo beau, hut 1 guess I m stayinga trifle late."
"No hurry," declared the Eskimo belle. "Thatlock is w w **eks fn.-t' Kansas t'ity Journal.

So lie Did.
¦finr water pipe gut chocked up and tho

. .nfo..ti(b ! plumber charged me $20 for fixingif It's aii imposition:"
"Well, you can't say you didn't get a run for

our' tnonej Boston Transcript
Mini nnd the SilfVrnKfttr.

A Palm Beach suit and a saucer hat,
A b.mrboo cam and same oxfords flat.
White :,o >\ s and 'i cigarette,

*'i, whenever 1 gaze on a man like that.1 vote for the suffiagette.
¦.'Detroit Free Press.

The Ituled nnd tin- Itiilern.
Snoble.v.Aw.aw it must he very unpleasantfor yon Americans to he governed by people.aw.whom you wouldn't a.-k to dinner!
American Belle.Well, not more eo, perhaps,

than lor you In England to bt governed by

iople who wouldn't ask you lo dinner:.Chris¬
tian Register.

'I'll nil New Itiica. >
She was dearing an up-to-date basque.
"Dues It fit mo'."' | soon heard her asqtie;

Anil so 1 replied,
As tho basque I i's|ii«il,

"Yes. It fits you, my dear, like a casque."
.CI not ii unit Enquirer.

Summery Proceedings.
Il«* watchod ,i schooner "hug tho shore,"

But saw not when she won It;
J list then It pleased his fanOy mor*.
To hug the girl upon It.

And while the wavelets "kissed the beach"
The hint he wasn't missing,

l-'or nothing can old ocean teach
A youth, concerning kissing.

.Frederick Moxon, in Judge.

WHAT WAS NEWS
FIFTY YEARS AGO

From th» Richmond D1 patch August 1561.

The situation of the opposing forces Is about
tho same as at the las? report from I'eti rshurg,
things remaining comparatively quiet ever
since last Sunday's disastrous operations. The
Fede raIs still holil the Weldoti Road and are
using all of the appliances of engineering skill
to strengthen their newly acquired position.
The Confederate forces in front of Petersburg

having abandoned the cround which they
gained and held early Sunday morning and
fallen back much nearer the city, the enemy
have advanced their skirmishers and picket
lines. On Monday they occupied the recent bat¬
tlefield and threw their pickets forward to
Johnson's and Davis's farms, the scene of three
recent tights. Thence across t!»Vattghan Ho.id
and Squirrel l^evel Koad their lines are estab-
lished and undisputed.
As the \ankees advancc ne.irer and nearer

to Petersburg they throw lip earthworks, and
these are now concealed from the plain view
of Pete isburgers only by a thin l.orly of wood-
on tii. Davis farm, while their pickets are easily
in seeing distance of the city, though not them¬
selves visible.
While the Sunday morning light was going on

In front of Petersburg, a Confederate sergeant
recognized in a Federal major, iir- could plainly
see across the breastworks, none other than his
brother. He had once before met him thus in
battle while down on the Peninsula
Colon. 1 Robert A. Caskle, of the Tenth Vir¬

ginia Heglnient, was somewhat badly wounded
in a skirmish In front of Petersburg last Mon¬
day afternoon.
Scouts report that tho Federals have not in¬

jured the We Id on Hoal at all. and all of the
reports that they were tearing up. heating and
twisting the Iron rails are absolutely untrue.
The Northern papers tells us that tin? r.mf.'d-

erato cruiser Tallahassee, which w is suppose !
to be bottled up In the harbor of Halifax, has

| made her escape from that pot t, and Is now
on the high seas doing her usual damage to
United States shipping.
The New York II.raid of the 23.1 says. "Noth¬

ing has been heard to-dav from the ipper Po¬
tomac. General Sheridan, since his retreat *r >::i
Strasburg and Winchester, has been acting
entlre]\ on the defenslv-- and s*-ems more solid-
tons about protecting the border from tho In¬
vasion of the rebels than anxiou« to g.> out
and give battle to his very active adversary."
The sale of liquor without a special permit

from the proper military oft' or has been for¬
bidden In the city of Atlanta.
The city market* were y.-sterday well stip-

plied with vegetables, fruits and meaty. b'>-h
fat and fresh Splendid beef, lanih and veil
could be had for from <3 to <t per pound V.-g.
tables and fru.ts wore cheap- r than they hnv<
been this summer.

THE PUBLIC PULSE
Editorial Expressions From Leading

Newspapers
Punish the Fnoil finite*.

Some effect has been produ >¦. 1 already by the
food cost probes and pii< fs have . eased go
up. and in some Instances ha\ had a sharpdecline. This Is excellent, but it Is nor enough,
and therefore it is gratifying : . know that the
probers here, as elsewhere, will not . eas. their
work until they bring Indictments against those
who hsve sought to I..- harpl.-s I:, times of
world distress. Su !i persons n. . .1 t.. have ; ..

Ihw laid upon them without retard ;<> who
they are. Baltimore American.

Knlner'H Demand fur 1'rllHife.
Tho vanguard of th<- rrrian army ::i Rmss'ls

now demands a war Indemnity of 140,000,000from that city.
Perhaps when old Blu.-her. viewing I. >:i Ion

from St Paul's, <.,id "lVa> fur Plunder" he
I really did mean "What a city to loot'" and not,
ns fienr. ins Insist, "What a lot if Jur.k'' That
wonbl be more like Hlu<her Napoleon levied
requisitions on . aptured cltl The Hermann
are only coing bark a i.nturv i >r pr> .. lent--

Rut bow will they .>¦: the mon.-\ \!l the
gold and most ,,f the pap. i mono-. jn pru.-. 1-.
has been tak.-n to Antv rp. Wiil the thrift-
li.-rtuans a pay in e -d.'n ". i-s" and dry
poods'" Hut hou Is Brussels to . even com"-
tiiod ties for the'payment of su.-!, an . norino'is
-uiii And if i; doe not pay a: all. ivh .t will
the < lerinans do? Burn th «t> H itopehin.
. >r. as Tolstoi insists, the Russians thems. Iv. s
we.n praise by burning Moscow Germans can
win ii" praise by burning the capital .if the
country whose neutrality ?ae\ nice promised
to respect. What if Brussel:- .-imply stands
pat'.'

Hesld. .-. such acts tempt to reprisals it |j
genei *11;. agreed, even by <;«.: u:,.n.-. that the
Russia ii hosts can seriously I:,-. Germain
and may r.-;»ch Berlin. In ihe g title art of
levying tribute in war the Cossacks can givelessons to the 1'hlans. . N.-w \ .>rk World.

The I elisor.
At th-- close of ins- m"St humorous chapters.Mark Twain frequently gave evidence of ;n"4

powers of eloq ii.- n L'e ,-lnd sentiment Some-where in his writings he has toll of how he
and certain friends celebrated July 4. 1x153, |nVirginia City. Far away, a mere t p.- k in the
blue sky. they saw the Stars and Stripes living,lo 1)1. :n at I ha 1 critics! j>, riocj, r-w-rv movement
of Its folds was a tremor 01 suspense. V.-t
even as they were looking, the telegraph oper¬ator. mute censor at the post with knowledgethat lie was not yet permitted to release, held
pent up ill III-- bi as; the ip ws that Vlcksbur?had fallen and that tin- I'nlon f. hH,i

: victorious at Get; ysburg,
H 1> with related emotions, although the

interest is not so Intimately personal, that this
country awaits the full reports from the greatliattl now reported in progress in F.urope. The
tirst titanic struggi- between the allies and the
Hermans has besrun on Belgian soil. !S\ the
time this is printed there may have been re¬
ceived th. details of a d,-elded victory by one
side or tin- other More probable, however,
somewhere betw.-en the l ulled States and the

i scene of conflict the information will be passedthrough ofliclal machinery that will modify its
form and extent t-> an appreciable degree.-
Washing toil Post.

Atr*lil|iM In >Var.
The test of air machines in the hostilities

in Kurope has been severe. While reports 0:1
their services are not yet complete, the advices

| strongly indicate that they fulfil a purpose
heretofore unattained In scouting It is hardly
'00 much to say tiiat they have materially
changed warfare by reducing the possibilities
of concealed movements and surprise attacks to
a minimum.

1 The respective values eif aeroplanes and
dirigibles is not so unmistakably revealed. Put
the India lions tend to strengthen the previous
opinion in favor of the aeroplanes. These craft
are swifter and less clumsy. The dirigibles are
more stable and carry more men. But the
Increased force In the air is a small matter, the

j clumsiness of the dirigibles is a distinct draw¬
back and the many times greater target that
they offer lo guns on the ground or to hostile
war craft seem to niak>- them distinctly less
advantageous. The Germans themselves sup¬planted their dirigibles with aeroplanes.

While the value of air craft for scouting
purposes has been indisputably shown, their
effectiveness as used In actual attack has been
less clearly demonstrated..Pittsburgh Dispatch.
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fr.iI nf t: at period found 111« .

>\ith canvas full and slif-' tn t.-. a
toot! ensiterly b|ijC7.e abenin. j-wi'tly
weaving a wake souihwarda.the ii^ht
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, ou.sl> from over the vt.trb'-anl l-.'-am.
"Ilr.ii atiythinc morn «»t that pow¬

er lo-at" Alan askftd. jf-saint. I'-ir-u"
s..\ t !.e v. lieel

Not hint' -wind too fresh
1 r~r . If ciisy on the jiuft >i. I«"* f i

slats wl'.en so iriiifled.or when it's
your t ri«-k at the wheel.'
With a chuckle, Alan ol^edlehtly

stretchefl himself out on th« ile«'k.
"I Mil v l.a .v:
"Well."
"You see*. 11 pretty ras-, in youi mind! about this youw v.om.tn below. To

me, she'.' the v.-niie tliat t: ierl send
me to Davy .ioni-fi'! locker How dor-;»

j she ejcpli'in !:"! pn.'ienee I»«. . i-, 1
"Much as 1 sttrntisecl," Alai; repped

"I fai ill'--, chloroformed her wi ii
she slept in that hotol in Portland,
Whether no, Kosf woke up in a

.closed motor car.bound and gatsjfrd.
of course a",d was brought alio. <1 at
< rlOIK . I t (. a bollt III III li! R S

"-ii, i le vhf-n you know how." H;'i-| c us 01; men'« d. "(if < m s m always
did say that truth was a Htranr-se: to
fiction, '.'tid.llc down. now. and I !l talk
you insensible '

His accents ilread\ ntersrsnc; in with
the swish of the 'h-im.'-id- wave.", tin
bubbling of the wake, and the many-
toned composite voice fit' the ship in
beincr. unconsciousness, like a (loud de¬
scended upon Alan'!' ovi. 1 \ve:«rlo<i fac¬
ulties

He woke mutinously, with a yarn
anl :. shiver, in the isray >>f a tarnished
flayhiiMk. to find that fos pressed
heavily upon the face of Ihe waters, a
mist so thick that Irom the stern I lie
w ;.i:-t of t!ie vessel was nlmost 'ti-
viaihh'. the bows completely so.
Bareus stood over him. :.t the wheel,

fairly reeling with weariness, his eyes
blood-shot, swollen, and lisilf-clof'ed 111

a fact like a mask of fatigue.
"Can't keep up much longer," he

apologized thickly; "stood it about as

long as I can. Take your trick and
gi\e me forty winks."

liratcful solicitude brought Alan in¬
stantly to his side, though he himself
was sluggish and stiff and sore in all
(his limbs.

"You're a brick!" he protested. "Why
didn't you call me sooner?"

j "No good: I knew th« way.you
didn't. That Is, I did until this ae-I cursed fog closed down a couple of
hours ago. Now.God knows where
we arc.by my reckoning somewhere
In Nantucket Sound west of Monomoy."
Urasping a ttnall brass handle aflixed

I

ex.
.i tl.e whool box, ho Jerked ;t sharply
three 11 m. and the a itomatlr horn
blare 1 raucously a threefold rejpor.sa
uj > forward

"!<. . :> that pr.irg." hi befjged. "three
M .fcts tr. .1 row unrl a minute Interval
¦.hiirf I the dvvll tak'-H car<> of his
<>.. !). w. y pi "siiilv escape being run
il"\vn."

With : 'It'll, i ellnquishing the wheel,
"ii Ui< <!i k. and was al-

me;.; instantly anlcep.
The v.ImI hvl fallen until barely

enough air ntlrred to keep way on th*
\> .'¦.1 >1 .. moved l:i stlem .!. a epcotral
.hip upon i spt tral .- a of long, nllv

a ! the complexion of lead.
II 'her and yon in the obscurity, fog-
sla* .»:- . ; .'hipping sounded a
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li <r I it crying the «ar:i-

»; 1 11 .;< ...; th:. . '.1 « MMl*
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ir.i? !¦< r. now fa* though th" co:r.-
t . t n .. r .v * in.' d;r.".:ni-heci la

i i' - distance,
iv .. ;11 e other* mill, tne p alter*
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. t,ii: a. v. .>. ' to return It
\ . e > : Utr.e
\ J .. . itm i.' vif ion against

t! . blank al. r of m;.;»s,;ns
w :. .. re* 1, w -."1 dreaded'

A . rci ..- ¦ * .ir'.r.r from
,-r« ir-'" wo*:'. 1 manipulate
.

¦. iv ; ... »};. » ne<*l box p."
yoking the horn's stuttering bluti of
protont. Put the need for unremitting
vtuilat;. a 1 . \er :.s«* of » .. f - Sig¬
nal. f . >«i non< t let.* to Mconclta
Alar. to that blatant clamor which so

j widely and «.» hideously advertised
. .: v. i < aln' n t.

if wo: anyth'ng f- .; 1 to b«
feared ;from Judith an I her crew.if,
or ...¦.>. .. J'. .

. h t i fupgts;r 1.
t.'ii II ..:..* o* tll« life*

uavlng stations on N'auset Beach, ap-
i r .; . «r. I .*: iw» :¦ Ir.veii llte.'jOit
a n i r-: ew«-<! ?; pur .!.*. If ever the*
l.* I'd ' .' . .> v. ;M beyond
|(||. : in be th*- !v\ ll t i pay

1 h< I- '.'linesH if his vigil tu

j even!ualij relieved by the appearance
¦ . K Of *»i. -a ,-nsii Alan loved

iThet i'.i.eiiii ... t -,*r'-» **>»l hervision
: m- emerged from tlie companion-

w
.. .. :. ¦» Vi-n wre'-' ii

t" . w .!. i:.'l th> other who lav
. i: it inf *.n:ly '.% n...' from

;.. .. . V of 'l ie. Ai.-l s-

¦! «io w.i.i r It111 . phf could
to .i;' \ ..i!" ii .'- ri:« o:nfort For B.ir*

i ..low a : i ri blanket
a bin; and this one suffered

her " iillrations without once rousing
f r r» h lumbf-rs Then hastening
i w i' ^- .t the fire going
¦'i*i i .i -r.-ii .< makeshift breakfast
lor ! r h t If fa tn ishc .' 1o v # r.

W'ai i : and hot oofff . .such as
til'-, wi'i'.', lending a little tone »o
Alan s spirits, h>- w i.' presently able
to il:* ii-: tlodr situation with some
ojtilml :n Vi . nothing could gloss the
far t t! ,t thi problem confronting them
v. a¦ o:i. ... solution baffled th'ir
i::: Ijisri'-nuity.one the simple con-

t em pi .*. t ion which taxed their cour-
ag- and intelligence to the extreme.
He summed up: 1 can't see any¬

thing for it hut father and Judith are
1 ter¦::¦ i.. 11 have my ."i'alp. and I'm
hanged if l can see how to protect
myself without takitis a leaf out of
thvir book;.. What I'm most afraid of
.; that some time 1 may forcet it's i
woman I'm defending myself against.
AY Inn a fellow's lighting lor his very
lifi- he can't always Mop to calculate
the weight of his hi >ws."
The young man sighed, shook his

head, laughed uncertainly and held her
clor-er to him: "Don't feat I'll find
some way out without Injuring either
of tln-m. I promise you that.

lie sealed the pledge upon her lips.
And in that moment of their oblivion

.to the world, from some point forward
a muffled crash .sounded simultaneously
with the dull shock of a collision with
a smaller vessel; and a strange voice
cried out with an accent of high ex¬
ultation.

Before either Alan or the girl eould
dlsetiKage, the decks rang loud with a
rush of booted feet pounding aft.
The figures of the boarding party

were already taking shape through the
fog as Alan sprang toward the com*
panlonway to fetch flie rifle. And in
this action, his feet slipped on planks
greasy with moisture deposited by the
surcharged atmosphere, lie went down
with a stunning thump, and an Instant
later two men fell bodily upon him.
active, strong fellows in the dress of
fishermen. He was suffered, to rl3e only
as a prisoner, helpless in the grasp of
two pair of powerful hands.

[Continued To-morrow]


